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laughed longest and loudest was Dr. Candie himself. To the Directors of the
Polytechnic Institution Mr. Gandhi also paid a fine and deserved tribute; it
has made a home for the Indian Corps, given them the use of its splendid
equipment, of its rooms and halls, of its many facilities, for gractically nothing
because dominated by the spirit of patriotism and service.
When speaking of H. H. the Aga Khan—to "introduce" him, said
Mr* Gandhi, would be an impertinence, especially by one who had been for
more than twenty years an exile from his Motherland—Mr. Gandhi, as might
be expected, fastened upon the offer of His Highness to serve as a private in
the British ranks in this time of crisis. It was a noble example set by one to
whom every avenue in the army might be open; it would comfort, encourage
and cheer the Indian Corps, who would gladly serve His Highness. A word
was added about the unfailing encouragement and substantial financial help
which His Highness had always given to the struggle in South Africa, of his
help to Mr. Gokhale in his strenuous work on behalf of the Indians in South
Africa, and of the thrill of joy which touched not only the hearts of the Aga
Khan's followers, of whom there were some in the midst of the struggle, but
of all Indians, irrespective of creed,1
Mr, Gandhi afterwards expressed on behalf of Hindus complete sympathy
with Mussulmans in their resentment of Mr. Lloyd George's words, and made
the suggestion that they should raise a farthing subscription and present to the
Chancellor of the Exchequer an authentic narrative which would prove that
the Prophet of Islam was not the monster he thought him to be.
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397. LETTER TO COL. R. J. BAKER
london,
October 13, 191*
DEAR COLONEL BAKER,
I thank you for your note of today's date, supplemented by the
message sent by you, verbally, through Mr. Venkatraman who wa!
good enough to take [my] note to you.
I am aware that strict military discipline requires that al
complaints by members of a Corps should be sent to the com-
manding officer through section leaders. I am also aware of th<
fact that, in the military sense, I am no more than any other pri
vate, but I have been under the belief that in the interests of th<
Corps, and unofficially, I would be allowed to act as a humbl<
* The gathering was then addressed by the Aga Khan,

